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I am so grateful for those praying as       
I prepared and flew to the Basque  
Country in Spain. I left feeling poorly 
and struggled most of the time I was 
there. Nevertheless, it was a good trip.   
I loved  the countryside 
around San Sebastian and 
Bilbao. It is absolutely   
beautiful: bordering the Bay 
of Biscay on the west and 
backed by the lovely deep 
green Pyrenees Mountains 
on the east. The weather 
reminded me of the 
Willamette Valley: gray 
clouds with misty rain, mild 
temperatures, bursts of sunshine and the    
resulting arching rainbows. PTL! I pray my 
photos will do it justice. 

Blessings from Wilsonville, this snowy February afternoon, 

I seem to have lost the month of January. Early in the month, I was preparing  
for a visit to the Basque Country, then in that country for ten days, home for 
five pretty normal days, then sick as a dog for the next couple of weeks. AND 
now it is moving into the second week of February, and  I am trying to play 

“catch up”. I almost missed Chinese New Year and the Year of the Boar (pig) 
in the process. I deeply appreciate your thinking of me as I try to get back on  
my feet and into my normal schedule.  

I was also deeply moved by the many 
lovely but usually closed churches and 
cathedrals. Catholicism and Christianity 
seem to have been totally rejected. The 
Basque people appear extremely inde-
pendent and nationalistic, having little, if 
any, need for religion or help from others. 

Photos - Top: Closed 

Church;  Mid (l-r): Churches 

in San Sebastian; Bottom: 

Empty Church                            
Photos (clockwise): Me at the cider house; Family of drummers, 

photo of pintxos; at a bread shop  



My mission goals were: to learn about the Basque culture; meet some of the people; 
watch them celebrate their very unique 24 hours of drumming—Tamborrada holiday; 
and help the SUSA (Summer in the USA) Organization with its month-long visitation 
program by Basque youth to the States every summer. I was by far the oldest person on 
the team of 16, the only single, as well as the one person not previously familiar with 
this unique part of Spain or the work of SUSA. Nevertheless, God was faithful, and I 
pray I fulfilled those goals as well as I expected. 

The SUSA program goal is to introduce Jesus to 15–17 year old teens by having them live one 
month (in the summer) with Christian families as an effective and blessed way to bring the light of 
Jesus to this dark situation. What an amazing ministry and opportunity! There are also a couple 
very small evangelistic Christian groups ministering in the larger cities. Please uphold both them 
and the SUSA program. Locally in the Portland area, there is a need for at least 54 families to host 
the SUSA students this summer. God is faithful and will answer as we pray. 

I am going to let my photos speak for themselves and pray that January got you off to a great start 
for 2019 and that the month of Love and Chinese New Year is progressing well. Bless you for your continued love, 
prayers, support, and just being there for me even when I am slow in communication. I look forward to hearing from 
you and all God is doing in your life, family, and ministry. 

Fluttering together in HIS Love and Peace,  

Bonnie butterfly  

503-694-8288 · cell 503-739-5511   

7785 SW Fairway Dr., Wilsonville, OR 97070  

OMS Account #801883 · bonniesteinborn@gmail.com · www.facebook.com/bonnie.steinborn 

Photos: Row 1 (l-r): Typical Basque home; barn; merry-go-round; island church. Row 2 (l-r): In Bilboa with 

the SUSA team; inside evangelical church; church in Bilboa; me with a special teacher. Row 3 (l-r): Arianne’s 

parents; me with Arianne; me in class; SUSA office in SS. Row 4: Last year’s visiting teens. Row 5: Arianne 

and friend. Row 6: on the left, me in my new hat, and on the right is another beautiful rainbow. 


